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The Account of the late Revival of Religion a¢ [-!:za- 
beth-Town fimjhed. 


E had no Inftances among us of fuch jwdden Conver i» 
as | have heard of elfewhere , but eux mew Conver 
were al] for a confiderable Time under aLaw-W ork, 

before they were brought to any /ati/ying J sews of their Inte 
reft in Curist and the Favour of Gop. Nor had we meny 
Inftances of thofe extatick rapturous ‘Joys,that were lo frequent 
in fome other Places. 

It was remarkable that they who were formerly emiaont for 
Religion, were now greatly quickned and revived , and tome of 
them had now juch jovful Manifollations of Gron's Love to 
their Souls, as they had never | efore experienced. 

It was alfo remarkable, that as this Work began among us 
ina Time of greats? Health and Pro/perity , fo the Concern 
began fenfibly to wear off in one of the greate/? Mortaisties 
that had ever been known in the Town ; which makes it a 
pear more evidently to be the Work of Gon himfelt 

Tho’ there are tome of thofe who were then under fpecia! 
Conviétions, that have worn off their In prcthons, as 
come fecure and carelefs ; yet I don’t know of any two Per 
fons,who gave reafonable Hopes of a real Change at thar Time, 
but what have hitherto by their Converfation confrm'd ous 
Hopes of their faving Converfion to Gon. 

I would be very cautious of any confident Determinations 
with Refpect to the Comver/ien of particular Perfons: but ut 
we may judge the Tree by the Fruits, which we have now | ad 
fo long a Time to obferve, we have Reaion to fuppofe, that 
Rear about fixty Per /oms have received a foving Change in this 
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Congregation only, (and a Number in the Pari/h next adjsining 
tous, tho’ I dare not pretend to guefs how many) fince the 
Beginning of this Work. 

"The generalConcern which (as I have obferved) apeared upon 
the Face of the Congregations, has gradually worn off ; and a 
great Part of thofe who came fhort of the effe@tual and £. faving 
Influences of the blefled Sprrir, are return’d to their former 
Security and Infenfibility, and again appear like a Valley of 
dry Bones. Though there be yet a confiderable Number, that 
don’t give fatisfy ingEvidences of a regenerate State, who have 

ot worn off their ferious Impreffions,. 

I entreat your Prayers for us, that he with whom is theRe~ 
fidue of the SPrR1T, would again revive his Work among us ; 
and have Compaffion upon the many poor Souls who are yet 
in the Paths of Deftruction and Death. And be pleafed par- 
ticularly to remember at the Throne of Grace 

Your mof? affectionate 
humble Servant 


JonaTHan Dicxkrwnson. 


N. B. The preceeding NARRATIVE came inclofed in aLet- 
ter to the Rev. Mr. Foxeroft ; in which are the following 
Paflages, 

‘<I was exceedingly gratified by the DECLARATION of your 
LAST CONVENTION of Minifters in Boston : and have 
Reafon to prai/e Gon, that there ane fach a Number yet among 
you who are willing to give HIM theGlory of his /pecial Grace 
fo eminently difplay ’d of late. 

According to yourDefire I have herewith fent you a general 
Narrative of the late Revival of Religion with us; in “which 
{ have endeavour’d to be ferupuloufly careful.’’ 

7. D. 





It is not to be expected that, in publifhing the Accounts 
fucceffively fent us of the Revival! of Religion in variousParts, 
we fhould obferve fo exact an Order with Refpect either to 
Time or Place, as if we had them all berore us at the Begtn- 
ning: The Inconvenience of which we hope in fome Mea- 
fure to remove by the Judex we thall give at the Clofe of the 


Year. 
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The following is a general Hiftory of the Revival of Re- 
ligion (mm the Summer t741, and Yuet that Time) at 
Hauirax,in theCounty of Plimouth, about 25 Miles 
to theEaftward of the South from Botton, dra con up by 
the Rev. Mr. Corton, Pajtor of the Church in that 
Town,and fent in a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Prince. 

Rey. Sir, HALuiFAx July 26. 1742 

Acorns to yourDefire, I fend you the follow ingA \ccoun 

of the State of Religion among us._ I am under fome_ 

Difadvantage as to this, not having ] kept - Minutes by me, a 

fome others have done ; therefore my Account muft be mor 

general than otherwife it might have been. 

The Town of Hallifax contains to the Number of near 70 
Families, and has been a Townfhip about wine Years: The 
People in general have been a fober Sort of People; ‘lavern- 
haunting, Swearing, and fuch like Vices have never prevailed 
among them to fuch a Degree as in many other,Places, --- But 
the common Indifference and Lukewarmne/i in Religio 1 have had 
too much the Afcendant. In the Sommer1741, there were 
many Rumours among us from diftant Parts electing Reli- 
gion, fome good, fome bad, by which we were fet upon a 
Gaze, and knew not what tothink: TThefe Reports were fo 
blended together, that we were filled withConcern what would 
be the Event of Things. In fhort,the Reformation appear’d 
like a Dream to us, we could not realize it ; it feem’d as if 
fome ftrange Thing had happened. However, I did not fill 
my Pulpit. with the Cry of Difarder, op Tira a 
Vifions, Exharters &c. But tho’t it mere rational to fulper 
iny Judgment till I had O; pportunity of feein: aie mi felt. 


‘In Aug guj? towards the latter En d, we kepta Day f Foft 19 
and Prayer, to afk the Influences of the Spirit, ol to im- 
plore his gracious Prefence among us. In the beginnine of 


November, the Rev. Mr. Wheelock of Lebanon came to Bride 


water, which is bordering upon us, and there preach’d feveral 


Sermons, whith were fet home wii) Power on theSouls of the 
Hearers ; many were prick’d at the Heart, fome inthe time 
of hearing, and fome thro’ after-Recollection as they were 
going home &c. Of which no eb fome of the Re nd 
Minitters of Brizgewater will give you a penis iy Account. 
I heard him preach three Times t here, and feveral of mvPeo- 
ple, [ think about forty or #/ty, had the Ghssiuiciey of hea 

ing him, once or twice.-+ For my Part, I never taw iuch a 
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folemn Time in my Life; King Jesus feem’d to ride in 
Triumph ; Comcern appear’d in almof every Countenance ; 
Tears gufh'd from many Eyes ; fome were quite overcome 
with a Senfe of Guilt, and all feem’d to be alive in the Wor- 
fhi p of GOD: My Doubts and Scruples refpeéting the 
Ww ork vanifh’d ; and I was obliged by inconteftible Evidence 
to fay, that this muff needs be the Finger of GOD. Not 
only my felf, but almoft all my People prefent, were fully 
fatisfyed with what they heard and faw ; they were convinced 
that itwas Gop’s Doing, and it was marvellous in their 
Eyes: and they bro’t home fucha Report as gave a won- 
derful Turn to the Courfe of Things among us: The Senti- 
ments & Tho’ts of People in the Town,feem’d tobealter’das 
it were atonce: The evil Reports foon loft Ground, they 
were banifh’d and chas’d away, except in a few, as Bats 
before the Light of the Sun. Some few of the Hearers 
prefent (who were moftly Communicants) return’d home 
under /lrong Conviétions ; fome of whom declared it at firft, 

andothers of them kept it to themfelves as long as they could : 
But after {ome time they could not help {peaking too, & de- 
claring their deplorableCafe. “The Difcourfe of thefe in a pri- 
vateWay was very moving &affeéting,and was I think one of 
the greate/? Means under GOD of “fpreadi ing the Concern 
thro’ the Lown ; tho’ not exclufively of other InftitutedMeans ; 
thev = concurr’'d in producing this aftonifhing Effect. 

Religion was the Difcourfe in every Company, the Concern 
was almo it general, and that Inquiry feem’d to be in every 
ones Mou th, What hall Lda to he faved ? About the middle 
of Nevo ter the young People fet up religious Meetings with 
Advice, in fevera! Parts of the Town ; there being no fuch 
Meetings before this ; and almoftall of them both Male and 
Female attended them : and even ditile Children of about 
mine, ten or tweive Pears of Age fet up a Meeting of their 
own Accord. * And all F rolicking and Caroufing, and merry 


erg ee © ie 
SE = 


aie Re RE ik ei a 





ee os 





* When I heard of this voluntary and unexpected Meeting, 
l was under Concern left they by their Mifmanagement 
q 


thoull epen the Mouths of Peop He ; but I was « juickly bet- 


ter fatisiied by the Accounts of | iOINC WHO AN rheard them ; , 
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they behaved witha great ueat of Serioufaels and Regu- 

heeiee. and the Manner of their Perfor hh, d 
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Meetings were laid afide : FoolifhTalking and Jefting feem’d 
terrible to the young People ; they could not endure it ; they 
defir’d to hear nothing but what was /eriows and folemn ; 
they toek more Delight in going toa Mecting than ever they 
did toa Frolick. But this religious ,Turn was not confn’d 
to thefe alone, tho’ it appear’d more in them at firft , but 
Perfons of all Ages have been affeXted in a greater or lefler 
Degree, in the Procefs of this Work. 

November 27. Friday, ‘There was a private Meeting at my 
Houfe in the Evening, at which Timevafter Prayers &c. I 
read to them Mr. Enwarps’s Narrative. After the Ser- 
vice was over, one that had been Mr. /Vheelock’s Hearers cry’d 
out in great Diftrefs, which was the firft Inftance of any crying 
outamongus. This Perfon when at Bridgewater was very 
much di/zu/ted with a Perfon’s crying out under Soul Concern 
near her, and Mr. Wheelock’s Performances did not appear to 
her as they did to others ; fhe had this Thought while hearing 
him, as fhe declared in her Diftrefs, ‘* Ah You are an Hypo- 
** crite,& you will be difcover’d within this Dwelve-month.”’ 
But however fhe was not eafy in her Mind upon her Return ; 
fhe could not reft contented in the Condition fhe was in; a 
Concern feiz’d her Soul,which kept encreafing till thisTime : 
And now her Sins ftare her in the Face ; fhe trembled under 
a Senfe of Guilt, particularly becaufe of the Sin of Unbelief 
and the Hardne/s of her Heart; fhe faid ‘* That fhe was the 
Hypocrite, and that every Body was better than fhe’’ ; and 
fhe appear’d under awful Apprehenfions leaft fhe fhould be left 
to grieve the Sprrit of Gop, and that he would depart from 
her, as he juftly might. [and fome others obferved her nar- 
rowly, and difcourfed with her during her DiftrefS ; and ic 
was evident to us that fhe could as foon have made a World, 
as have help’d manifeiting her Trouble in the Manner fhe did. 
After about an Hour fhe was fomething more compofed, tho’ 
weak ; fhe then fat in her Chair and made a pertinent pathe- 
tical Prayer ; fhe had but little Reft that Night; the nextDay 
fhe appear’d very melancholy, her ‘Troubie continuing tho’ 
inalefler Degree. On the Sabbath fhe went to Meeting with 
an eager Defire of hearing ; in the Afternoon her Diftre& re- 
turn’d upon her with a redoubled Force ; this Tho’t pierced 
her Soul, ‘* How in that Place fhe had difhonour’d Curis 
** by receiving the Sacrament unworthily” ; fhe was affected 
to {uch a Degree as to overcome her bodily Strength, and fhe 
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¢ry’d out in the Bitternefs of her Soul ; and now andethen fhe 
had Power to utter herfelf. This Scene was very affecting to 
the Congregation ; and fome that were under great Concerr 
before, ‘and were as full as they could hold, could not now 
help manifefting themfelves, feeing one juft in their Circum- 
ftances, oppreft with a Load of Guilt like them. After we 
had waited fome Time, I defired the Perfon firft affe€ted to 
endeavour to compofe her felf, fo that fhe might join with us 
in the Worfhip of GOD ; fhe ftrove for it with all her 
Power, till fhe became black in the Face, as thofe that fat by 
her declar’d ; but fhe could not help fetching fome Groans 
now and then, fo that all the Congregation could hear her. 
After this fhe had fome Di/coveries of CuRiIsT, and was 
fomething more comfortable ; but ftill full of Doubts and 
Fears ; it was acontiderable Time before her Evidences of 
receiving CHrist appear’d clear to her. 

Since this we have not had zny confiderable crying out un- 
der Conviétion in the publick Affembly during Service-Time ; 
but fome have manifefted great Diftrefs after it has been over : 
Some have cry’d out in their own Houfes when pondering on 
religious Things ; fome in private Meetings ; and one young 
Girl particularly of nine Years of Age when at Play with her 
Conforts out of Doors, tho’ no Body had fpoken to her of 
religious Things that Day ; fhe fell down in great Dittrefs, 
and faid, ** it feem’ das it Hell lay before her, that fhe was 
ready to fall into it’?: The Wrath of GOD was dreadful to 
her. Thefe pains all declare with one Accord, that they 
could not pofibly help it ; yea,one of them, if not more,have 
before their turncame, faulted others for it, and faid, ** that 
they could help it if they would’’. I don’t mention thefe 
f hings becaufé I lay any wes upon bodily Emotions &c. It 
is the Impreffien the Soul is under, that 1 recard and am fw ay'd 
by. ButI think it necefiary that thefe Circumftances be re- 
lated, in order to the givinga juft Account. If any call 
this Confuficn, I would to {toy p their Mouths decl: tre further, 
that the greater Part that have been under Impreffions at this 
Day among us have been wrought upon in a filent Way : 
But then thofe that Dave ery’d cut,and thofe that have not cry’d 
out give the fame Account of th eonibees's ; and fome of this 
Leruee Sort, have declared, that they don’t wonder at others 
being in fuch an Acony and crying out in Dittrefs, while 
under ConviGiion ; far if their own Concern had prevailed 
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one Deeree farther, all the World could not have kept them 
from the like Manifeftations. 
But what is it fills them with fuch Horror and Diftrefs ? 
Why, they are convinced of their dreadful State by Nature ; 
they { fee them(elves perifhing and undone ; they feel the Wrath 
of Gop abiding on them: Hence they cry out with Davin 
My Fiefb trembueth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of ty 
righteous “fudgments, They are prick’ d tothe Heart with a 
Senfe of Sin; they are convinced that it is the gre ate ft Eel ‘ 
and dread it mere than Hell: They cry out of their Undbelief, 
their Pride, their Hypocri/y, and the Sin of their Nature in 
the moft melting Strains ; and nothing will content them but 
a CHRIstT ; nothing will fatisfy them but an Intereft in 
CuHRIst : and all this in fuch a Manner as it is impoffible it 
fhould be feign’d ; many of them fecm to go beyond them- 
felves, and fpeak in fuch a movi ing » Manner gs they were 
never capable of before. Oh how do they cry out of their 
former mifpence of Time, their fi ighting of Sabbaths and 
Sermons, their contempt of good Men and coed Com mpanys 
their Frolicking, their Gaming, th eir Tavern-haunting, their 
love to the World, their averfencfs to all that is Go oa and 
all the Sins they have lived in ! And } how are they fll’d with 
Wonder and Amazement that GOD hath let them alone thus 
long, that he hath not before this fent them to Hell, and 
broke them in the Place of Dragons! And how fearful are 
they that he will fuddenly cut the Thread of Life atunder, 
and fend them to Hell before the Mornin ¢ Licht, or that he 
will take his Hoty Sprrir from them, and (cal them up to 
Perdition. This J certainly know to be the Cafe ; and | fo- 
lemnly declare further, that in the whole Courfe of my Dit 
niftry I never heard any under Convictions fpeak fo feeling! 


LonVi oly 
and fenfibly as moft have done in this pretent Day 5 they indeed 
exprefs the /ame Things for Subitance that of)-rs have done 
formerly ; but they feem to be imprefs’d to a greater De- 
gree, and to have more clear Difcoveries of Sin and Hell & 

than they. Some tew that were before Je/e and /candalons 
in their Lives have been under deep Convictions ; but the 
greater Number that have been the Subje¢ ts of this Work are 


fuch as did not appear openly profane ; feveral moral Perfous 

and Profeffars have been difletled {rom their “— oundatic 
When the Work came near us and | began to prevail amon 

us, I made it my Bulinefs in many lattances to trace bac t 
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the Fountain-Head the evil Reports that flew about as thick 
as Hail, where I had Opportunity. Some of them I found to 
be wholly groundle/s ; others were grofs Mifreprefentations ; 
the bad Circumftances of a Story were pick’d up and related, 
and the good all /uppre/s’d ; and fometimes when one only was 
guilty, the whole Body were charged: And when any parti- 
cular Perfon had really faid or done amifs, and was foon bro’t 
toa Senfe of it and to a Repentance for it, I found that the 
Repentance did not fly an hundredth Part fo faft as the Sin: 
People did not appear fo zealous to tell of this. 

In fhort, Molehills were turned into Mountains; every 
little Indifcretion was aggrandized and render’d monffrous, and 
fome Things that were innocent were ftrangely perverted and 
diftorted, and.made to appear in dreadful Colours. And 
when any have endeavoured to wipe off fuch Afperfions, and 
to declare the Truth from their own certain Knowledge, Peo- 
ple were /hy of hearing it ; they feem’d loth to have the Re- 
port contradicted ; by their Management it appear’d that they 
had rather it fhould be true than falfe. I could fay a great 
deal here in order to fet the Difingenuity of Men in a proper 
Light, but I muft not be too lengthy. Only I think it necef- 
jary to obferve further, that thofe that have been moft oppo- 
lite to this Reformation, have all along betray’d an utter Aver- 
Jion to examine Things to the Bottom; they have from the Be- 
ginning avoided the Company and Converfation of fuch as have 
been under Concern, or of fuch as are capable of folving their 
Difficulties ; yea, when urged over and over to go and dil- 
courfe with the young Converts, and that not only with one or 
two, but with many of them, and examine thoroughly into 
their Cafe, they could net be prevailed with to do it, but ftill 
keep aloof : So that fome that live in Places where this Refor- 
mation has been moft prevalent, Anow as little of it as if they 
bad Lived Scores of Aliles off: 1s this a rational Way of aa- 
ing? Are theie the Men that {0 highly pretend to Reafon ? 
that laugh at every Body elfe as Fools? If this be Reafon to 
judge of Things before they know them, may I for ever be 
delivere| from Reaion. It feems to me that thofe that talk 
moft ot Reajan are generally the moft unreajonable; as thofe 
that talk mott of free Vill are generally the moft wicked. 
Wiih thefe reafonalle Mei a Jeft or Sneer or cunning Tura 
are fufficient to Au fie the moft authentic Accounts, and make 
them: appear vidi wi: “is. 

Ta be finifred in our next.) 
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